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Week Ending Friday, October 25, 2002

Proclamation 7612—National 
Character Counts Week, 2002
October 18, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
President Theodore Roosevelt once said 

that, ‘‘Character, in the long run, is the deci-
sive factor in the life of an individual and 
of nations alike.’’ During National Character 
Counts Week, Americans reaffirm our dedi-
cation to promoting good character and up-
holding the timeless virtues that make our 
Nation strong. 

Our Founding Fathers understood that 
our country would survive and flourish if our 
Nation was committed to good character and 
an unyielding dedication to liberty and jus-
tice for all. Throughout our history, our most 
honorable heroes practiced the values of 
hard work and honesty, commitment to ex-
cellence and courage, and self-discipline and 
perseverance. Today, as we work to preserve 
peace and freedom throughout the world, we 
are guided by a national character that re-
spects human dignity and values every life. 

The future success of our Nation depends 
on our children’s ability to understand the 
difference between right and wrong and to 
have the strength of character to make the 
right choices. To help them reach their full 
potential and live with integrity and pride, 
we must teach our children to be kind, re-
sponsible, honest, and self-disciplined. These 
important values are first learned in the fam-
ily, but all of our citizens have an obligation 
to support parents in the character education 
of our children. 

Our schools play a crucial role in teaching 
the skills, knowledge, and moral values that 
will help our children succeed. As Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., stated, ‘‘. . . intelligence is not 
enough. Intelligence plus character—that is 
the goal of true education.’’ By guiding chil-

dren to understand universal values such as 
respect, tolerance, compassion, and commit-
ment to family and community, our schools 
are working to achieve this goal. 

My Administration is committed to pro-
moting character by encouraging public serv-
ice and civic awareness. The USA Freedom 
Corps is helping citizens discover volunteer 
opportunities in their communities and 
spreading the message that everyone can do 
something to care for their neighbors in 
need. This past June, we convened the White 
House Conference on Character and Com-
munity, which showcased programs from 
around the country that are proving that 
sound values can be effectively taught. 

By affirming the importance of good char-
acter in our society and encouraging all peo-
ple to lead lives of virtuous purpose, we can 
prepare our Nation, and especially our Na-
tion’s children, for the challenges and oppor-
tunities that lie ahead. Strengthening our na-
tional character will help secure greater op-
portunity, prosperity, and hope for all. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 20 
through October 26, 2002, as National Char-
acter Counts Week. I call upon all public offi-
cials, educators, librarians, and all the people 
of the United States to observe this week 
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and 
programs. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand two, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:07 a.m., October 22, 2002] 
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NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 23. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7613—National Forest 
Products Week, 2002
October 18, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
America’s forests are one of our greatest 

natural resources. They offer majestic beauty 
and fabulous recreational opportunities for 
all Americans to enjoy. They also are an im-
portant source of materials that help our Na-
tion’s economy to grow and flourish. By ob-
serving National Forest Products Week, we 
recognize the countless ways in which forests 
enrich our lives, and we renew our commit-
ment to preserving these natural assets for 
future generations. 

Forests strengthen our economy by sup-
plying us with renewable, energy-efficient, 
and environmentally friendly resources that 
are the source of good jobs and valuable 
products. The wood we get from forests is 
a prime construction and manufacturing 
product that is used to build our homes and 
many other essential structures. Wood is also 
recyclable, biodegradable, and serves as a 
raw material for many items we use and enjoy 
every day, including paper, tissue, furniture, 
packaging materials, musical instruments, 
and postage stamps. The use of wood for bio-
mass energy generation derived from 
thinning projects conserves fossil fuels and 
strengthens rural economies. 

In addition, our Nation’s forests protect 
watersheds, preserve water quality, help 
keep our air clean, and provide habitat for 
our wildlife. 

To protect these vital natural resources, we 
must take affirmative steps towards man-
aging our forests better, and we must work 
together to safeguard the health of our for-
ests. My Administration has developed the 
Healthy Forests Initiative, which seeks to re-
store the health of our woodlands and pre-
vent forest fires through a combination of 
thinning overgrowth and restoring fire-dam-

aged areas. For the safety of our citizens, the 
good of our forests, and the prosperity of our 
economy, we must make forest health a na-
tional priority. 

Recognizing the importance of our forests 
in ensuring our Nation’s well-being, the Con-
gress, by Public Law 86–753 (36 U.S.C. 123), 
as amended, has designated the week begin-
ning on the third Sunday in October of each 
year as ‘‘National Forest Products Week’’ and 
has authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 20 through Oc-
tober 26, 2002, as National Forest Products 
Week. I call upon all Americans to observe 
this week with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand two, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:07 a.m., October 22, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 23. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address 
October 19, 2002

Good morning. I want to discuss with you 
steps we are taking to help strengthen the 
retirement security of America’s workers. 
More than 40 million Americans save for re-
tirement through 401(k) accounts, making 
regular contributions and building economic 
security over a lifetime. A 401(k) provides 
a chance to invest in the long-term growth 
of the American economy and an opportunity 
to build wealth and independence. 

Today’s workers own more than $1.5 tril-
lion in assets through their 401(k)s. Younger 
workers have an average of about $10,000 


